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Dear Residents,
A very Happy New Year to all of you.
I was pleased to finally sign the lease to the recreation ground from Isle of Wight Council. The
Parish Council have been paying the IW Council for the ground’s maintenance on the ground
for some years, but the lease has transferred the ground into the parish council’s hands and
protects the facility for the use of the village.
We have now entered into a formal agreement with Wroxall football club to use the ground
for the football season. The football club has the lease of the club house and I was pleased to
see that they now have lights up there which have been absent for about 20 years.
Unfortunately, the current Covid lockdown has stopped play but moving forward it would be
good to see some of the youth of the village getting an additional team formed. If you would
like to use the recreation ground please contact the parish clerk miketap@globalnet.co.uk
Unfortunately, we have entered lockdown once more, and I would ask that you abide by the
government rules. Wroxall has seen a surge of positive cases and the only way forward now
is the vaccine. Hopefully it won’t be long before your turn is due. I know that a lot of over 80’s
have had their first jabs. Please be patient and wait for your invitation to arrive.
We have a Covid support network set up in the village to support those affected by the virus
and might need some extra help or are shielding. Please see the article in this edition with
more information on how to get help.
With schools shut it is back to home schooling for the majority of children. Please do your
best to engage with your children and complete the daily work set by the schools. Teachers
have worked very hard since September to try and catch up any missed learning and we all
need to do our part to ensure that progress is maintained.
You will see in IW Councillor Rodney Downer’s report about the arrangements that have been
made for the road closure to allow the gas main replacement. I cannot believe how many
hoops we have had to jump through to get some public transport arranged whilst the village
is closed. Let’s hope the weather is kind and the works do not get delayed in any way. Rodney
and I will be having site meetings to iron out any issues along the way. If you experience any
problems please let us know. Our contact details are on the back page of this magazine.

Adrian Gallop, Chairman, Wroxall Parish Council

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Isle of Wight - Call us on 01983 823898
Did you know?

We are a charity that has helped the IW since 1964
We provide specialist services like Tax and Macmillan
Cancer Support
Much of our work is carried out by volunteers
We are a Hate Crime Reporting Centre
Our service is absolutely free to use

THE WAY MAGAZINE
Have you ever wondered how The
Way magazine is produced and gets
to you each month? Read on and
wonder no more.
The Way has been produced for
between 30 and 40 years. It was
originally produced by the late Ken
Sammons on a Banda machine. Jenny Walker produced it for a number of years until
the Parish Council took it over in 2017. The Parish Council originally brought a
photocopier to print The Way in the Methodist Church but since COVID it has been
outsourced to a printer.
It is delivered to virtually every household in Wroxall (all approximately 870 of them)
usually 11 times a year. We try to include interesting local articles and seasonal
topics. Articles are sent to Sue Chilton, who edits and co-ordinates articles, designs
and produces The Way.
There are several regular contributors including Adrian Gallop, Chairman of Wroxall
Parish Council, Rodney Downer, our Isle of Wight Councillor and many other
community groups. Jackie heads up the advertising for the Way so if you want to
advertise contact her for rates and availability. Rates are very reasonable and your
ad not only appears in the magazine but also on the website.
When each edition of The Way has been finalised, it is sent to be printed in Newport.
Jackie collects them and splits them into delivery bundles. The bundles are delivered
to a fantastic team of 17 volunteers who, in turn, deliver them to every household
around the village.
The Way is financed by Wroxall Parish Council and costs approximately £1.30 per
household per year. Some of the cost is offset by monies raised through advertisers,
who we are very grateful to.
Every person involved in the production and distribution of the Way is a volunteer
and the Parish Council are very grateful to them, without their continued support
The Way could not be produced and delivered.
We are always on the lookout for interesting articles, local history, community news
or memories you may have of the village. If you have something you would like to
be considered for inclusion or an idea of local interest, please contact Jackie on
07817634516 or email jackiegallop@hotmail.co.uk or Sue 07800811998
Susanchilton012@btinternet.com

Déjà vu
If I am honest, part of me is not surprised that we are back in lockdown but that
does not stop the other part of me being utterly fed up with having my worst fears
realized. As we began 2020 and I was licenced as the new Parish Priest for Wroxall,
not in my wildest dreams did I think that I would be having to make the decision to
suspend worship not just once but now for the third time.
Whilst this lockdown has allowed Churches to continue to be open for public
worship, given the huge rise in cases on the Island, I was not convinced that it was
wise to continue. No way did I want to be responsible for the possible spread of this
horrible virus. So here we are again!
One of the most frustrating things about this situation is how do we plan for the
future?
Our hope is that we will be able to open our churches soon, but realistically, if the
vaccination programme goes to plan and all of us follow the rules and stay at home,
even then it is likely to be into March before I might feel confident that it would be
safe to worship together in church once more.
Until then it will be online worship for those who have the technology; many of the
bigger churches are offering ‘Zoom’ services or live streams on face book. If you go
on to the Church of England website, you can find churches near you who are
offering this type of service. But not everyone is able to access this so for the many
‘offline’ the Church of England has launched a free dial-in worship service to bring
prayer to people’s homes while churches are closed because of the coronavirus
pandemic.
Daily Hope, offers music, prayers and reflections, even daily exercises whilst you are
sitting in your chair, as well as full worship services from the Church of England at
the end of a telephone line. The national line is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804
8044.
As before I continue to send out letters, cards and make phone calls to members of
my congregations to keep in touch and to assure them, as I assure you, of my
continued prayers as we all journey through this difficult time; and remember, we
will get through this and we will be able to meet again.
God Bless,
Kath-xSt. John's Church Services
(Subject to change)
7th February
16th February
21st February

All-age Communion
10am.
Holy Communion (BCP) 9.45am.
Holy Communion
10am.

Please see the church noticeboard for up-to-date information about restarting
services. The church is open for private prayer on Wednesdays and Sundays.

Good afternoon Wroxall, from your weather
centre, and a very Happy New Year to you all. We
hope that you enjoyed Christmas even in these
difficult and uncertain times.
As usual no snow was reported on the Island
making it another non-white Christmas.
Who would have guessed? However, we did see a few flakes fall late in December
and again in early January.
At the beginning of the month, we saw very low temperatures, barely above
freezing some days. This was caused by a high-pressure block over the U.K. so
little wind prevented the real feel temperature remaining sub-zero.
We do however have a change in the atmosphere happening right now. It’s called
a Sudden Stratospheric warming event or SSW. We also refer to this as a polar
vortex breakdown. So, what does it mean for us and our weather? Although this
event is a sudden warming over the North Pole region, it tends to push cold artic
air away from it. This usually takes several weeks from the start of the breakdown
and positioning is a factor in who sees cold. Because of this events position
covering parts of the United States and the U.K. (with a dip in between the two
with warmer air). One of our forecast scenarios is bitter cold weather from the
North for the end of the month.
The big question at the moment is will this help wake “the beast from the east”
and if it does, will we see accumulated snowfall on the Island? Snow is extremely
difficult to forecast, remember the atmosphere is fluid so it’s always
moving/shifting. This makes it difficult to stamp an accurate date on it. It’s like
throwing a pea out of an airplane at very high altitude and aiming for the Island
and hoping to hit it. Having said that, a number of other factors and markers that
we include in our winter forecast, including the ongoing La Nino predictions,
come together to suggest a possible snow event between the end of the month
and mid-February.
Unfortunately, we can’t be any more precise at the time of writing this due to the
problems mentioned above. If you asked me for an educated and experienced
guess, I would say we will see snow on the ground before winter is done.
For daily local updates, including the snow forecast, please visit the weather
centres website here: www.iwweather.org.uk
You can also find us on social media, just search for IOW Weather Centre.
Until next time Wroxall, stay weather safe, keep those fires burning, stay COVID
safe and take care of each other.
Senior Meteorologist, David Carrington.

Cruse is a national charity, working with bereaved people for
over 60 years. On the Island we can provide 121 support.
During COVID the support is by phone or video conference, but
usually volunteers will go to your home for an hour long
confidential session for six weeks.
Talking to a stranger can be a huge relief and give you the opportunity to grieve in your own way.
Tel: 01983 523030 or email: IsleofWightBranch@cruse.org.uk web: www.cruse.org.uk

WROXALL GENERAL WELFARE
ALL WELFARE MEMBERS ARE HOPING THE VILLAGE HAS HAD THE BEST
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR POSSIBLE. IT HAS OBVIOUSLY BEEN VERY HARD FOR
AN AWFUL LOT OF PEOPLE NOT BEING ABLE TO BE WITH THEIR FRIENDS AND
FAMILY'S AT THIS TIME OF YEAR, BUT WE HAVE TO COUNT OUR BLESSINGS
KNOWING WE HAVE A NEW AND HOPEFULLY MUCH BETTER YEAR AHEAD OF US
ALL. NOW THE VACCINE HAS HIT OUR SHORES WE ARE ABLE TO LOOK TOWARDS
NOT ONLY COFFEE MORNING AGAIN BUT A MULTIPLE OF OTHER EVENTS THAT
TAKE PLACE WITHIN OUR VILLAGE. ONCE AGAIN, THE WHOLE OF THE WELFARE
WANT TO WISH EVERYONE A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR AND HOPING WE
WILL ALL BE TOGETHER AGAIN VERY SOON.
STAY SAFE, KEEP WELL.
****************
WROXALL MACMILLAN DAY – UPDATE
Thank you to the supporters of Macmillan Day who gave donations to this worthy charity. I
realise how difficult things are for all the other charities during these unusual times and how
they are struggling to keep going, therefore not everyone can donate to them all.
Thanks to your generosity I have collected £300. As some of you will have heard on the
grapevine part of this money came from my kitchen refit when I sold my old kitchen cupboards
etc.! Then the lockdown came, and I only had half a kitchen for nearly 5 months!! You will be
pleased to know that the kitchen is now finished.
Marianne and I have missed seeing our supporters and the buzz on the day when the whole
community works together. We look forward to seeing you all next September when hopefully
we can safely hold our Macmillan Day again.
Jenny Gardner and Marianne Roper

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL HOSPICE
WROXALL PARISH COUNCIL ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT
THE WORK AND COMMITMENT OF THE HOSPICE AND
ITS STAFF AND HAVE MADE A DONATION OF £500 TO
THE MACMILLAN HOSPICE

WROXALL METHODIST CHURCH NOTICE
Due to the new lockdown measures, services at the Methodist Church
are unfortunately suspended again until further notice.

Musings from the Manse
Here we are in a new year but still facing the challenges that developed
through the last year. I wonder how many of you have found that you
have needed to take a deep breath, dig deep and try to carry on. At the
Methodist Church we have decided to keep the tradition of Christmas
lasting until Candlemas, so the 2nd Feb this year. The sign that we have
outside the church is so important that we see, hear and receive.
“Emmanuel, God with us.” I would also like to say a grateful thanks to
the people who helped us to put together the nativity and who provided
us with the stars and angels.
For many of us, what we want at this time is this big change, that
everything will return to normal. That is still some time away.
What do you find helps you to get through this time? I have found that
acknowledging that there are times when I find it difficult has helped.
Realising that there are people around that I can talk to, not expecting
them to have any answers but at least in the shared experiences we can
sometimes find humour in this crazy, difficult situation. That is one of the
benefits of being a part of a small community. I know that there are many
of you who will have been part of this community for so much longer than
me. For all of us, we can continue to look out for each other, stay in touch
safely, which does mean using the phone and technology rather than
visit, though when we do see each other in the street may we at least
acknowledge each other, smile and give space.
I also find, in these dark times, it helpful to keep my eyes and ears open
to see signs of new life. I have already seen some primroses. It reminds
me that there is always hope.
God does not promise us a life without difficulties, what God promises us,
is to be with us in all that we face, strengthening, encouraging and
teaching us to love each other and be a real community building God’s
kingdom. We need to keep trusting and keep caring for each other
through these challenging times.
May you know God’s presence with you.
Helen

Help during lockdown for the
vulnerable members of our
community
Councillor Helen Little is still our parish coordinator. However, following on from
the first lockdown we believe that the majority of residents now have their
medication delivered or by post. However, please contact us if you have an urgent
need, such as medication from the hospital.
As far as shopping is concerned you are able to get shopping delivered by Central
Stores by calling them on 852710 preferably in the morning. Please do not request
single items. For larger food deliveries and those not online please call Morrison’s
on 03456116111 option 5 with your list and they will deliver.
The food bank is open on Thursdays and Saturday between 9 and 11 a.m. at the
Stenbury Hall. Newspapers can be delivered by Morgan’s in Shanklin. Please call
them in 862117 to arrange. The Mini Bus will assist with transport to hospital
appointments. Please call Malcolm to arrange on 853076.
If you need your Covid injection and are in the clinically, vulnerable shielding
category and are worried about how to get to the appointment, if, after exploring
all options of getting there you are still having problems, please call Jackie Gallop
on 07817634516.
If there are any drivers in the village who may be interested in becoming a
volunteer driver please see.
https://www.communityactionisleofwight.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2013/12/Driver-Info-2017.pdf
Community Action IW are also looking for vaccination stewards/ marshals. If you
think you can help there are 4 hours shifts available and the centres will be open
7 days a week.
https://www.communityactionisleofwight.org.uk/signup/
We think this covers most items and we will help with reasonable requests. If you
are concerned in anyway please call one of us for advice. Please also refer to the
ads in this magazine for services like dog walking and gardening.
Helen Little 07850125245
Jackie Gallop 07817634516

Isle of Wight Council Coronavirus Helpline 823600

Award winning gardener
offers a range of garden
work.
Garden design/re-design
Need help with your
garden….? Need advice?
Help to tame an overgrown garden?
Experienced lady gardener can offer designs,
advice, maintenance etc.
Favourable rates according to job.

Phone Terri - 01983 855325

DID YOU KNOW?
February is mostly recognized
for Valentine’s Day, flowers,
and depending on where you
are, being incredibly cold!
If you were born in February,
your birthstone is an amethyst
and your flower is a primrose.

IF YOU WANT TO reduce stress -improve
posture -ease back pain increase flexibility strengthen core muscles boost stamina
DO PILATES!
with “This is Fitness”
CLASSES AT THE SPIRIT
STUDIO SPRING HILL,
VENTNOR EVERY DAY,
MORNINGS AND EVENINGS
Contact KAREN
07890 425169
karen.tif@outlook.com

KITS WINDOW CLEANING
Pure Reach High Water Washing
System
Conservatories, Facias, Soffits, PVC
Interior and Exterior Windows
Fully Insured, Free Quotes
C.R.B checked
Tel: 854684 Mob: 07901584896

YOU COULD
ADVERTISE IN THIS
SPACE FOR £12.50 A
YEAR!!!
CALL JACKIE ON
07817 634516

Stroke Recovery Service, Isle of Wight
Information, advice and emotional support for the impact of stroke and
support for
those whose communication has been affected by stroke
Contact us if you or someone you care for has had a stroke and would
like support
Stroke Association Support Co-ordinators:
Mary Barton, Heidi Kurowska and Tina Cutting
 01983 898301  iow@stroke.org.uk
 National Helpline 0303 3033 100
 www.stroke.org

WROXALL PARISH COUNCIL
BUDGET
Wroxall Parish Council met on Monday
11th January and the council agenda
included setting a budget for the
coming financial year and agreeing a
precept. We are pleased to announce
that a budget was set which will result in a reduction in your precept by
approximately 10.7% based on a Band D property. Full details will be
available soon on the parish website. www.Wroxallparishcouncil.org.uk
The parish council will continue to do their best for the community whilst
trying to keep your costs down.

ADVERTISING IN THE WAY
Do you have a business in Wroxall? Do the 870 households
in Wroxall know about it? You may advertise online or by
other means, however many people still do not have
internet access. Did you know that you can advertise in the
Way for as little as £12.50 for a year? So, for just over
£1 per month you could have a local exposure to an
untapped audience. For further details please contact
Jackie
Gallop
on
07817634516
or
email
jackiegallop@hotmail.co.uk.

Scrabble Club
Wishing all my friends a
happy, healthy New
Year and more life in
our lives in 2021. Ann

NPC PROPERTY SERVICES
Lime Mortar re-pointing specialist
Interior/Exterior painting, Fencing & Roofing
Decking, Facias & Gutters
Free advice and estimates
Tel: 857042 or Mobile 07821 447270

POLICE INFORMATION
For the latest advice on lock down restrictions go to the GOV.UK
website https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home#travel
Also, if anyone believes that someone is breaching Covid-19 regulations this can be
reported online at https://www.hampshire.police.uk/
PCSO | 13229 |Stephen Oatley
Rural West Wight & Rural South Neighbourhoods, RURAL WEST WIGHT NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM
Harbour Master Commissioners Office|Yarmouth| Isle of Wight| PO41 0NT
stephen.oatley@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

Wroxall Clubs and
Organisations
Miss Eloise
Fully Qualified and Insured teacher
07548987728 for details
Mondays Stenbury Hall Wroxall
4pm Fun dance class /come and learn routines
5pm kids Ballet 6 upwards graded UKA
6pm Adult Ballet teen upwards
Ventnor Baptist Church
7pm Adult Contemporary Dance
Wroxall Methodist Church
Classes to come

Are your contact
details listed in the
WAY? If not please
email and we will add
your details in. If you
wish to discuss please
call me, Jackie Gallop,
on 07817634516

Classes during lockdown on Zoom
Payment on PayPal message for more information

Country Watch with Jackie Gallop
December saw heavy rainfall leaving a
lot of our footpaths and Bridleways very
muddy.
With corona virus lockdown increasing,
more people are being sensible and walking
the countryside for their daily exercise.
The weather the last few days has been
icy and bitterly cold but it looks like next
week will see temperatures rising again.
It may then be possible to start to get
your garden clean and tidy ready for the
coming year. January is the time to plan your garden and start to order seeds.
Garden centres are still open during this lockdown, so it will be possible to visit and
browse; although you will not be able to add coffee and cakes to the outing!
Look after the birds and put some food out for them.
It won’t be long until the first snowdrops make an appearance. Spring is coming.

01983 854927

VENTNOR INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, OLD STATION ROAD, VENTNOR
MOT TESTS ~ SERVICING ~ REPAIRS ~ TYRES ~
WELDING EXHAUSTS ~ DIAGNOSTICS ~
BRAKE CHECKS
FREE BULB CHECKS ~ FREE TYRE CHECKS
AIR CONDITIONING ~ PERFORMANCE
ENHANCEMENTS
Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) – Do you keep birds?
The Chief Veterinary Officers for England, Scotland and
Wales have agreed to bring in new measures to help protect
poultry and captive birds, following a number of cases of
avian influenza in both wild and captive birds in the UK.
The new housing measures, which came into force on 14
December, 2020, mean that it is now a legal requirement
for all bird keepers to keep their birds indoors and to follow
strict biosecurity measures in order to limit the spread of
and eradicate the disease.Public Health advice is that the risk to human health from the
virus is very low and food standards bodies advise that avian influenzas pose a very low
food safety risk for UK consumers and it does not affect the consumption of poultry
products including eggs. For more information see Gov.uk.

WANTED
Are you an electrician in the village? Due to retirement, we no
longer have a representative in the village. If you would like to
advertise please contact Jackie Gallop on 07817634516. Prices
start from 12.50 per year and this includes our website as well.
Please also contact me for any other adverts.

The Mobile Library in Wroxall
Your Library informs, inspires, entertains

Owing to the Coronavirus outbreak the Mobile Library service is
suspended till further notice.

In the meantime, people who have library cards can download the
Borrowbox app. and borrow e-books to read.
There is RbDigital for downloading newspapers, magazines etc.
You can log in to your library card account on the Isle of Wight
Council’s website, browse and borrow e-books, audio books – this
service is available for adults as well as children.
www.iow.gov.uk/Residents/Libraries-Cultural-andHeritage/Library-Enjoy/eBooks
Books can be delivered to some mobile users who are self-isolating or unable to get
to any of the libraries because of mobility and health issues. If you fall into this
category contact Library Headquarters with your details including name and address,
library card number if known and a contact telephone number. They will pass the
details on to the mobile librarian to see if it is possible to add you to the delivery
rounds. The telephone number is 823824.
Alternatively, if you are online, you can apply through iow.gov.uk,
Search for libraries, and “Apply for Home Library Service”, which is in a box called “Do
it online”. Fill out the form and submit it. If your application is successful, the librarian
will pre-select books based on your tastes a week in advance, issue to their library
cards and bag them ready for delivery during the following week. All books are placed
in quarantine prior to delivery. Books returned are also put in quarantine to reduce
the risk of passing on any infection to other users.

Although we are not holding our regular monthly
meetings due to the current restrictions that are in
place, we are looking forward to restarting them as
soon as is safe to do so. Please watch for details in
future editions of The Way regarding the start-up of
Rew Valley WI. If you would like any information on
our meetings please contact Gill on 854470 or Nette on 854201
NatWest has launched a new mobile
bank which will be visiting Wroxall
every Friday between 2.00 – 2.30 p.m.
outside the community centre. To find
out more information about our new
route visit natwest.com/mobilebranch
Call 08457 888 444 (open 24 hours)
Minicom 0800 917 0562

At Animals at Home (Isle of Wight) we offer
pet care services, from a small pet to a
small holding.
We have a DEFRA approved Animal Pet
Ambulance and Pet Taxi service. Animals
at Home provide a real alternative to dog
boarding kennels and catteries. We provide specialist care through our pet sitters, dog
walkers, pet sitting host families and animal ambulance / pet taxi services.
Call us on 01983 242 999

Dear Residents,
We have now come to a critical period in the coronavirus
pandemic. From being among the lowest infection rates in
the country, we are now one of the highest. It is therefore
imperative that we follow guidance with regard to social
distancing, hand washing and mask wearing and stay at
home, wherever possible. Hopefully with the rollout of
vaccinations it will help to turn the tide.
Wroxall has a strong sense of community and I would like
to thank all who are helping people. If anyone would like to
just have a chat, please do not hesitate to phone me on
01983 854203. The Isle of Wight Council Helpline is still
open 01983 823600. If people are in hardship please contact Citizens Advice 01983
823859 or email helpthroughcrisis@iwcab.org.uk .Further information and advice can
be found at www.islehelp.me/
Gas works. These are due to start on January 18th and will last until April 1st.
Unfortunately, the works are essential and SGN have been instructed to carry them
out. This is because it is a cast iron main that has been there for many years and
needs replacing. Myself, along with Adrian Gallop, Parish Council Chairman, have
been tirelessly working to ensure alternative arrangements are in place. A shuttle bus
service will run from the Station Road, St Martins Road into Ventnor to connect with
route 3. To the north of the works, we have made continuous representations to
enable transport to Whiteley Bank to connect with route 2.
Southern Vectis contact number 0330 0539 182. Residents physically unable to get
to the shuttle bus from the north side please phone SGN customer service on 0800
912 1700 and arrangements will be made via the team on site. SGN is committed to
making sure that no residents are without transport.
Emergency vehicles will all have access as will waste collection and also, deliveries.
Any concerns you have or for information please call SGN on 0800 912 1700. The
team carrying out the works will attend to any enquires passed to them by the
contact centre.
Please do not hesitate to call me on 01983 854203 or mobile 07594 581076 and I will
pass on to the person in charge of the works.
Other matters - there have been many more complaints about dog fouling in various
areas in the village. Residents have also spoken about it being picked up but then
hung on branches. No one wants to see this disgusting habit fouling the village.
Please be a responsible owner and pick up after your pet. You can place dog waste
bags in rubbish bins.
As always, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01983 854203 mobile 07594
581076 or email: helenandrodney@hotmail.com
Please stay safe, Best wishes and Happy New Year let’s hope things improve very
soon.
Kind regards, Rodney Downer.

O.G. DAVIS
PLUMBING
Bathrooms
Shower rooms
Full tiling service
No job too small
Fully insured
City and Guilds qualified
07852 739700
Email
ogdavisplumbing@hotmail.com

Worsley
St Johns Road
Wroxall

Chris Preston
Painter, Decorator and
Maintenance
1 Castle Lane
Wroxall
01983853911 Mobile: 07946202704

EMERGENCY DEFIBRILLATOR – A
LIFE SAVER
Please be aware that in cases of
emergency there is a heart defibrillator
located at Wroxall Primary School for the
use of the Village.

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES, STORIES OR
COMMUNITY NEWS IS 18TH OF EACH
MONTH

GET2CONNECT
If you have problems using tech, then I can help!

Whether it’s a pc, laptop, tablet or a smartphone I can show you how to
make it work for you, from sending e-mails, to using Microsoft Office, or
just how to get on-line. Also, I can arrange tailored tuition. Reasonable
rates.
Contact Mike@get2connect.co.uk or Tel: 01983 211571

SWIM THE WIGHT
Many of us live on the Isle of Wight because
we love the sea and it has been shown that
Blue Spaces are important for both physical
and mental health. There are also people who
love being in the sea, come rain or shine,
summer or winter. Much has been written in
the media over the last year about the huge
increase in the popularity of cold / sea / open
water swimming and here on the island we are
blessed with vast stretches of sea in which we
can swim, dip, float or dunk ourselves more or less whenever we feel. It might also
surprise you to know that there are quite a few groups who meet on a regular basis in
several places and these groups number about 2000 people – yep, three zeros! Obviously
at the moment people are only meeting with one other person, at a distance, and at this
time of the year it is experienced swimmers who take to the water as generally it wouldn’t
occur to someone else to strip off, in an icy wind, to plunge themselves into water that is
between 5 and 7 degrees, then climb out, fumble with clothes and sit shivering whilst their
bodies warm.
But for those of us who do it is a feeling that is impossible to describe, slightly anarchic
maybe, certainly beautiful with scenery that is ever-changing, but mainly it’s the ‘zing,’ the
incredible feeling that encompasses and accompanies you. We know our limits and
although it is sad when anyone loses their life through drowning, almost twice as many
people die this way through running or walking (87) than do swimming (44)
(www.nationalwatersafety.org 2019 figures) and most incidents occur in the summer
months when beach holidays are at their most popular. To swim year-round, habituation
is important, starting in the summer when the water is at its warmest and swimming
through the winter, then delighting as the sea once-again warms.
The sea is at its coldest in February and March as water has a large thermal capacity, losing
and gaining heat more slowly than the atmosphere but it generally doesn’t go lower than
about 5 degrees (www.channelcoast.org) and if you are acclimatised it is energising!
Over the summer one thing has become clear and that is despite swimming up to three
times a day none of us saw anyone with a physical disability or learning difficulty on the
beach or in the sea. There may be many reasons for this such as accessibility or confidence.
This has led to the creation of a new Community interest Company called Swim The Wight.
The aim is to give swimmers guided tours of our wonderful beaches and to use the profits
to help those not so fortunate to be able to access the beach and sea. Still in the early
stages, we are hoping that we can encourage anyone who wishes to enjoy this wonderful
environment, post Covid-19 and maybe in the warmer weather to begin with!
Swim the Wight will be launched officially in the spring but in the meantime, it would be
useful to hear from people who might have a physical or learning difficulty to find out if
they would like better access to the beaches and if so what equipment they might favour.
Contact: Cllr Victoria Thorneton-Field, Email: victoria@thorneton-field.co.uk Tel: 07833
348186

D Honey
Decorators

Family business, City & Guilds
qualified and available Island wide
and mainland

Worked with Laura Ashley personally
and other designers, wallpapering of
specialist paper, tiling and all aspects
of decorating covered. Interiors and
Exteriors. Can provide references if
required. Friendly, punctual and
professional. See our facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/Dhoneyd
ecorators/ and also our yellow pages
website on
https://www.yell.com/biz/d-honeydecorators-ventnor-3355554/
Discounts for OAP’s

ESTABLISHED
FOR OVER
40 Years

Call us today!
Free no obligation
quote

Contact Info
07878661761 or
01983 855769

Waste collections will continue as Wroxall main road is closed
for essential gas network upgrades
The Isle of Wight Council is reassuring residents that recycling and waste collections will
continue throughout the works, despite the extra travel time that will be required for collection
vehicles. Collections might not always be at the same time as before, so a reminder to
everyone to leave their recycling and waste out before 7am on collection day, to be sure the
crews will take it.

The Gift of Life
The Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary is a
rescue centre for over 100 donkeys. They
each have a forever home, in 55 acres of
beautiful countryside in the Wroxall Valley,
between Newport and Ventnor in the Isle of
Wight. The donkeys are rescued for a variety
of reasons, sometimes their owners are
taken ill or pass away, sometimes their
owners can’t afford the expense of looking
after their donkey and sometimes they are just left in in a field, or at a gate, hoping
that somebody would come along and rescue them. The sanctuary has recently shown
the extremes of their work, in their 2 most recent group rescues.
Just before Christmas the sanctuary took in 5 donkeys, who had been abandoned in
Ireland and had been brought by the kindness of a lady who gave them a temporary
home in Bedfordshire. She was shocked at their condition. They were malnourished,
and 2 of the male donkeys had suffered from ‘do it yourself castrations ‘by their
previous owners. Fortunately, their temporary owner involved the Royal Veterinary
College in their recovery plan, and with a lot of TLC the donkeys –Tim, Colin, Bear,
Womble and Larry were able to come to their permanent home, here at the sanctuary
in the Isle of Wight.
Since November, the sanctuary has been helping to
rescue and re-home 10 donkeys who were saved
from a slaughterhouse in Brittany, France. The
donkeys were literally in the slaughterhouse pound
when the sanctuary was contacted by a small donkey
rescue in France, who had heard about the plight of
these animals. The IOW Sanctuary said that they
would take the donkeys immediately and, incredibly,
pay the slaughterhouse for their release. The
donkeys: Javette, Jiva, Jenny, Jumpy, Josephine,
Junon, Hope and Charity, together with 2 foals, Koko
and Kitchy, will become Brexit Busters as the
Sanctuary plots their course through all the
regulations that are now in place for international
equine transport!

USEFUL NUMBERS
TRADING STANDARDS
823371
WROXALL PRIMARY SCHOOL
852290
GENERAL WELFARE (coffee morning)
718151/07951653182
BADMINTON CLUB
854130
BADMINTON CLUB SENIORS
855658
BOWLS CLUB (short mat)
852948
SCOUTS/CUBS
856870
WROXALL BROWNIES
852359
COMMUNITY CENTRE
07572074193 or 07723387900
GIRL GUIDES
854016
MINIBUS ASSOCIATION
BOOKINGS 853076
METHODIST HALL BOOKINGS
Teresa Preston – 853911
ST JOHNS HALL BOOKINGS
Judith Pearce - 857165
IW COUNCILLOR Rodney Downer, Oaklea, Grove Road, Wroxall PO38 3BL

Phone: 854203

Email: helenandrodney@hotmail.com
PARISH COUNCILLORS
Chairman, Adrian Gallop, Barn Court, Redhill Lane
Email: jackiegallop@hotmail.co.uk

840127

Vincent Wedlock-Ward, Elstow, High Street
Email: Vince.ward@talktalk.net
Cheryl Watts, 17 Mountfield Road
Email: Buddylove476@hotmail.co.uk

339242
07719332376

Vice Chair, Sue Chilton, Sandpit Barn, St Johns Road
07800811998
Email: Susanchilton012@btinternet.com
Victoria Thorneton-Field, 45 Clarence Road
Email: victoria@thorneton-field.co.uk

07833 348186

Lawrence Chivers
Email: janeychalk@hotmail.com
Helen Little, Winstone Farmhouse, St John's Rd, PO38 3AA
Email: helen.little@rocketmail.com
Kai Wacker, Kaimar, 5 Brookside Crescent PO38 3BB
Email: kaiwacker@gmx.co.uk

861280

07551 088602

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL: Michael Taplin, Flat 8, Roxan Villa, 33 Landguard Manor

Rd, SHANKLIN, PO37 6EA Telephone/Fax 01983 862810

Email: miketap@globalnet.co.uk
Disclaimer:
All articles and advertisements are taken in good faith. We cannot take responsibility for any
legal queries resulting from these. Submitted articles do not necessarily reflect the view of the
Parish Council. We reserve the right not to print submitted articles, letters or advertisements.

